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CIBJO President calls for the creation of government-monitored chokepoints,
to verify integrity of coloured gemstones entering chain of distribution

Dr. Gaetano Cavalieri, CIBJO President, addressing the World Emerald Symposium in Bogotá on
October 12.
BOGOTÁ, COLOMBIA: OCTOBER 12, 2018 – CIBJO President Gaetano Cavalieri has called for the
creation of government monitored chokepoints for the coloured gemstone sector, at which it will
be possible to verify the integrity of merchandise accessing the chain of distribution, similar to
national Kimberley Process Authorities that verify the identity of rough diamonds entering the
global pipeline. He was speaking at the opening of the World Emerald Symposium, which started in
Bogotá today, and will precede the start of 2018 CIBJO Congress on October 15.
While regulators to date have focused their attention on diamonds and precious metals, the period
of grace for coloured gemstones is coming to an end, Dr. Cavalieri said. “We have to meet the
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challenge. And we need to do to that without threatening the livelihoods of the men and women
who have earned their living over the years from the coloured gemstone trade,” he stated.
“Given the wide variety of coloured gemstones and the massive number of small companies
involved in their production and distribution, it is unlikely in the foreseeable future that a single
regulatory umbrella body will be established for the coloured gemstone sector, like the Kimberley
Process. But if the trade and government cooperate, on a country by country basis, it may be
possible to establish a multitude of chokepoints, which can verify and certify the integrity of the
gemstones in their respective regions of jurisdiction,” Dr. Cavalieri continued.
“The incentive for governments to join with industry in creating such national chokepoints would
be to defend and grow the market share of their own gemstone industries,” he stated. “But that is
not the only incentive. It is also a system that will help create legal pathways for artisanal miners,
enabling them to enter the legitimate chain of distribution. As we know, today much of the material
they produce is sold on the black market or smuggled, and therefore produces little to no tax
revenue for the state and local governments.”
Dr. Cavalieri revealed that he has spoken with a number of governments, and the ideas that he
presented have been quite well received. He added that a general Responsible Sourcing Guidance
document will be presented at the upcoming CIBJO Congress, which in time could come to serve as
a set of standards for a future network of national offices, verifying the integrity of coloured
gemstones mined in their territories.
To download a full copy of Dr. Cavalieri’s address to the World Emerald Symposium, PLEASE CLICK
HERE.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The 2018 CIBJO Congress will take place in Bogotá, Colombia, October 15-17, with pre-congress meetings on
October 13 and 14, and the World Emerald taking place on November 4.
Hosting the CIBJO Congress 2018 are Fedesmeraldas, the National Federation of Emeralds of Colombia, and
the CDTEC gemmological institute.
The official venue and hotel of the CIBJO Congress 2018 is the Grand Hyatt Bogotá.
More information is available and registration possible on the dedicated CIBJO Congress website at:
http://www.cibjo.org/congress2018/

CIBJO is the international jewellery confederation of national trade organisations. CIBJO's purpose is to encourage
harmonisation, promote international cooperation in the jewellery industry and to consider issues which concern
the trade worldwide. CIBJO's chief mission is to protect consumer confidence in the industry.
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