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GOAL OF SESSION 

To introduce the Draft ‘The Laboratory-Grown Diamond 
Guidelines’ and ratify next steps to setting up a CIBJO commission 
and a blue book for clear product differentiation 
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AGREED-TO PRINCIPLES OF WORKING GROUP

1. The primary goal of the Laboratory-Grown Diamond Working Group (LGDWG) is to protect 
consumer confidence

2. To ensure consumer confidence the consumer must receive complete and unambiguous 
information about what they are buying (i.e. a natural diamond or a laboratory-grown 
diamond), so that they can make a consciously informed purchasing decision

3. Such principles should be carried out with mutual consideration by all sides, so as not to 
harm the natural or laboratory-grown diamond sectors in marketing their respective 
products
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Introduction and Background

According to its mission statement, CIBJO’s foremost purpose is to protect consumer confidence in the jewellery industry and in the 

jewellery product itself. It does this does in part through the harmonisation of the standards, principles and terminology applied in the 

trade. 

To this, end CIBJO has developed its “Blue Book” system, which involves definitive set of standards for the grading, methodology and 

nomenclature of diamonds, coloured gemstones, pearls and other organic materials, precious metals, gemmological laboratories and the 

responsible sourcing of materials in the jewellery industry supply chain.

With the growing prominence of gem-quality laboratory-grown diamond in the jewellery marketplace,

in 2018 at the CIBJO Congress in Bogota, Colombia, the CIBJO Board of Directors approved the establishment of a working group to

develop guidelines for the new industry sector, and to formulate standard principles for conducting business responsibly. These are 

articulated in the following document.

A stated goal of the working group is to create a framework by which the laboratory-grown diamond industry would become recognized as 

a bona fide sector within CIBJO and the greater jewellery industry, while at the same time protecting the interests of the other sectors of 

the industry. The working group would include CIBJO officers and officials, representatives both the laboratory-grown diamond sector and 

the natural diamond sector, and gemmological laboratories. 

Pending approval by the CIBJO Board of Directors, it is intended that the Laboratory-Grown Diamond Working Group become recognised 

as a fully-fledged Laboratory-Grown Diamond Commission, and then within a year of its approval that the guideline document be ratified 

as the Laboratory-Grown Diamond Book, becoming the eighth Blue Book in the CIBJO set of harmonised standards, principles and 

nomenclature for the international jewellery industry and trade.



• Membership in CIBJO is not open to individuals, 
but rather to national & international associations, 
corporations and service providers in the jewellery 
industry

• Each country appoints representatives to 
participate in 3 areas: Sector A (Gem Materials, 
Trade and Laboratories), Sector B (Jewellery 
Distribution) and Sector C (Jewellery 
Manufacturing/ Technology/ Precious Metals) 

• Commissions can be formed to focus on specific 
topics of interest (and can cover more than one 
sector). Active commissions include: 

• the Diamond Commission
• the Coloured Stone Commission
• the Pearl Commission
• the Gemmological Commission
• the Marketing and Education Commission
• the Precious Metals Commission
• the Ethics Commission
• the Association Executives Networking Commission
• the International Trade Show Commission
• the Coral Commission
• The (newly formed)Laboratory-Grown Gemstone Commission 
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GOAL OF SESSION 

To introduce the Draft ‘The Laboratory-Grown Diamond Guidelines’ and ratify next steps to 
setting up a CIBJO commission and a blue book for clear product differentiation 

THANK YOU FOR LISTENING – ANY QUESTIONS 


