Taking on the Task of Determining
What’s in a Variety Name?
By Hanco Zwaan, President
CIBJO Gemmological Commission

A

n unusually long time has passed since the last
CIBJO congress, which was held in Bahrain in
November 2019. With the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic, our first priority was to stay safe and healthy,
and this led to the 2020 congress being cancelled.
The inability to travel, however, did not paralyze us.
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Despite all the setbacks, at CIBJO we managed to meet
regularly, albeit virtually and not in person, and continued
our work on nomenclature and standards.
REVISITING GEMSTONE VARIETY NAMES
Part of this work involved variety names. To recap, in
the last Gemmological Commission Special Report, which
was released several weeks before the 2019 congress
in Bahrain, I mentioned our intention to form a working
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Hanco Zwaan, President of the CIBJO Gemmological
Commission.
group that would propose a list of acceptable gemstone
variety names, while also working to formulate as precise as
possible definitions for these varieties.
The Commission on New Minerals, Nomenclature and
Classification (CNMNC) of the International Mineralogical
Association (IMA), which is considered the ultimate authority
on mineral nomenclature, and whose role it is to ensure
that strict procedures are followed before new mineral
species can be established and redefinitions and changes to
nomenclature can be applied, has pointedly avoided dealing
with the names of mineral varieties. Consequently, in the

Thanong Leelawatanasuk, Vice President of the
CIBJO Gemmological Commission.
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gemstone trade, the validity of variety names in specific cases
is unclear, as are the differences between variety names and
trade names.
It was felt in the Gemmological Commission that first
attention should go to the most pressing cases in the trade,
such as defining the borders between ruby and pink sapphire,
the difference between padparadscha and pink or orange
sapphire, or fancy sapphire in relation to colour stability, the
difference between aquamarine, green beryl and emerald,
and a standard to describe what can be considered to be jade
(see page 3).
Other issues, for example, would include the definitions of
alexandrite, in relation to other varieties of chrysoberyl, and
cobalt spinel in relation to other blue spinels.
CIBJO COMMITTEE ON VARIETAL NAMES
As we proposed, a new CIBJO Committee on Varietal
Names was established after the congress in Bahrain, under
the auspices of the Gemmological Commission Steering
Committee.
Co-chaired by Hanco Zwaan, President of the Gemmological
Commission, and Kenneth Scarratt, in his capacity as Vice
President of CIBJO’s Sector A, which has responsibility for
gem materials, it includes specialists from the Gemmological
Commission, the Coloured Stone Commission and the
Diamond Commission, as well as senior officials from several
major gemmological laboratories.
In addition to the co-chairs, the new committee’s
members include Claudio Milisenda and Thomas Lind from
Germany, Thanong Leelawatanasuk and Sudarat Saeseaw
from Thailand, Jean-Pierre Chalain and Michael Krzemnicki

Claudio Milisenda, Vice President of the CIBJO
Gemmological Commission.
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first draft of a gem materials list and definitions, which will be
presented and discussed in the Gemmological Commission’s
online session on November 3, during the CIBJO Congress.
The document defines general terms, such as a mineral,
gemstone, gemstone variety and commercial or trade name,
and subsequently lists names and definitions of gemstones.
For each name, along with a short description, a status
is indicated. This for instance may be an accepted mineral
name, a gemstone variety name or a commercial name.
The list of names is in alphabetical order so that it will be
easy to find the meaning of an unknown term that has been
encountered, both for laymen and gemmology professionals.
The draft document has been designed as a basis from
which to work, and we intend to go into more detail when
it comes to defining criteria for distinguishing between the
different varieties.
The goal is to eventually incorporate the document in
the CIBJO Gemmological Laboratory Blue Book. Depending
on the specific distinction criteria that are discussed, other
experts will be asked for their input, so as to find the best
solutions possible.
Defining the borders between ruby and pink sapphire is one of
the issues to be raised when describing gem varieties. Above
is -1.6carat ruby from Mozambique. Photo: Netherlands Gem
Laboratory.
from Switzerland, although Jean-Pierre is French, and Shane
McClure and Roland Naftule from the United States. Roland,
it should be noted is the President of Sector A.
The Committee on Varietal Names has already produced a

A SURVEY ON THE TERM FEI CUI
A special session conducted during the 2019 CIBJO
Congress in Bahrain featured a presentation on the Fei
Cui testing standard by Dr. Edward Liu, Chairman of the
Gemmological Association of Hong Kong (GAHK), and
Mr. Kent Wong, Managing Director of the Chow Tai Fook
Jewellery Group and Chairman of the Hong Kong Jewellers &
Goldsmiths Association.

Green and purple varieties of jadeite. Jadeite jade is often referred to as Fei Cui in China and some other Asian countries. One of
CIBJO’s commitments will be to strive for a globally accepted set of standards and nomenclature for Fei Cui. (photos by Netherlands
Gem Laboratory)
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Kent Wong, Managing Director of the Chow Tai Fook Jewellery Group and Chairman of the Hong Kong Jewellers & Goldsmiths
Association, addressing the special Fei Cui session at the CIBJO Congress in Bahrain in November 2019.
As they explained, Fei Cui is a granular to fibrous
polycrystalline aggregate, composed solely or principally
of the minerals jadeite, omphacite and kosmochlor, or any
combination of the three. They seek to have the terminology
they developed and methods of testing to be accepted as a
standard – not only in Hong Kong, but also in China and other
parts in the world where the trade in jade is significant.
As a follow-up to the presentation, one of the first things the
Committee on Varietal Names was asked to do was conduct
a survey among jade specialists in Asia and elsewhere, to
collect information on how the term Fei Cui is being used
and understood.
We received many responses. Opinions on the importance
of the term seemed to differ according to the country from
which they were elicited, but overall there appeared to be
broad agreement on its meaning and use.
The provisional picture that emerged from the survey
indicated that Fei Cui can be considered an Asian trade name,
which may be spelled and pronounced differently, depending
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on the particular country in which it is being used.
Fei Cui is understood to be jadeite jade throughout Asia.
However, industry members and consumers should be aware
that in some markets in the region, the term is used more
loosely. Consequently, it is vital that, when the term Fei Cui
is used in connection to sales, it should also be clearly stated
which specific mineral(s) are/is being referred to.
It was also noted that the term Fei Cui does not indicate
the presence or absence of any treatment.
NEW FEI CUI WORKING GROUP ESTABLISHED
After digesting all the above information, and recognizing
the importance and volume of the trade in jade, the CIBJO
Board of Directors, announced the creation of a new Fei Cui
Working Group.
Reportedly, the Fei Cui industry is currently worth at least
$8 billion per annum, with certain estimates suggesting it is
worth more than four times that amount. In any case, as a
category it is second only to diamonds.
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According to the CIBJO Board of Directors, the goal of
the working group will be to create a single, clearly defined
and universally accepted set of standards, practices and
nomenclature for Fei Cui. While this will be done through
CIBJO, it will build upon the body of work that has already
been done by GAHK, the National Gem Testing Centre of
Beijing, China, and other experts.
In so doing, CIBJO is interested in sending a signal that it is
also keen to address issues that are mainly relevant in nonWestern countries.
The Fei Cui Working Group will consist of CIBJO and GAHK
representatives, and will be chaired by Gaetano Cavalieri,
president of CIBJO, and co-chaired by Roland Naftule,
President of Sector A, which is responsible for all gem
materials.

CIBJO CONGRESS 2021
The CIBJO Congress will take place this year in a virtual
format over a period of two weeks, from November 1
through November 4 and November 15 through November
18.
The Gemmological Commission Session will be held during
the first week of the Congress, on Wednesday, November 3,
2021, from 4:30 PM-5:30 PM, Central European Time.
The session is open only to members of the Gemmological
Commission and CIBJO national association and commercial
member representatives. However, members of the
jewellery industry who wish to attend may request a special
invitation by emailing communications_1@cibjo.org.
The dedicated CIBJO Congress 2021 website is located at
www.cibjo.org/congress2021/.
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