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CIBJO	  Gemmological	  Commission	  to	  focus	  in	  Brazil	  	  
on	  issues	  related	  to	  nomenclature	  and	  identification	  

	  

MILAN,	  ITALY:	  April	  8,	  2015	  -‐	  With	  fewer	  than	  four	  weeks	  to	  go	  to	  the	  opening	  of	  the	  2015	  CIBJO	  
Congress	  in	  Salvador,	  Brazil,	  on	  May	  4,	  2015,	  the	  fifth	  of	  the	  CIBJO	  commissions'	  Special	  Reports	  
has	  been	   released.	  Prepared	  by	   the	  CIBJO	  Gemmological	  Commission,	  headed	  by	  Hanco	  Zwaan,	  
the	  report	  looks	  at	  issues	  related	  to	  nomenclature	  and	  identification,	  and	  in	  particular	  how	  these	  
have	  contributed	  to	  alleged	  inconsistencies	  in	  the	  results	  reported	  by	  different	  laboratories.	  

Although	   it	   is	   recognized	   that	   laboratories	  may	   differ	   in	   their	   approaches	   and	   opinions	   on	   the	  
wording	  used	  on	  reports,	  it	  should	  be	  recognized	  that	  work	  has	  already	  been	  done	  in	  harmonizing	  
methods	  and	  nomenclature,	  in	  the	  CIBJO	  Blue	  Books	  and	  in	  the	  sheets	  produced	  by	  the	  Laboratory	  
Manual	  Harmonization	  Committee	  (LMHC),	  Mr.	  Zwaan	  writes.	  

The	  Special	  Report	  also	  relates	  to	  the	  pressures	  placed	  on	  laboratories	  to	  grade	  gemstones	  using	  
commercial	  terms,	  like	  “pigeon	  blood	  red”	  for	  rubies	  and	  “royal	  blue”	  for	  sapphires.	  “The	  objective	  
is	  to	  find	  common	  ground	  and	  ways	  to	  move	  forward	  to	  formulate	  standards	  in	  this	  area	  that	  can	  
be	  widely	  accepted	  and	  used,”	  Mr.	  Zwaan	  notes.	  

To	  download	  a	  full	  copy	  of	  the	  report,	  PLEASE	  CLICK	  HERE.	  	  
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The	  2015	  CIBJO	  Congress	  will	  take	  place	  in	  Salvador,	  Brazil,	  May	  4-‐6,	  2015,	  with	  pre-‐congress	  meetings	  on	  
May	  2	  and	  May	  3	  The	  congress	  will	  be	  hosted	  by	  Instituto	  Brasileiro	  de	  Gemas	  e	  Metais	  Preciosos	  (IBGM),	  
the	  Brazilian	  Gems	  &	  Jewellery	  Trade	  Association.	  	  
The	   official	   venue	   and	   hotel	   for	   the	   CIBJO	   Congress	   2015	   is	   the	   Sheraton	   da	   Bahia,	   a	   member	   of	   the	  
Starwoods	  Group,	  which	  is	  located	  in	  downtown	  Salvador.	  	  
	  	  
More	  information	  is	  available	  on	  the	  dedicated	  CIBJO	  Congress	  website	  at:	  http://congress2015.cibjo.org/ 
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