CIBJO releases Responsible Sourcing Special Report,
notes demand for supply chain integrity increased with COVID
MILAN, ITALY: September 15, 2021 — With fewer than seven weeks to go to the opening of the
2021 CIBJO Congress on November 1, 2021, the second of this year’s CIBJO commissions'
Special Reports has been released. Prepared by the CIBJO Responsible Sourcing Commission,
headed by Philip Olden, the report recounts how efforts to enhance supply chain integrity
during the COVID pandemic continued uninterrupted, and even were accelerated.
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“During this time, the attention of consumers, media, governments and civil society in the
jewellery industry, its responsible practices and the integrity of its supply chains has continued
unabated,” Mr. Olden wrote. “Our stakeholders justifiably continue to hold us to the highest
possible levels of integrity and expect that, not only are we doing no harm, but that we are a
force for good in the world.”
The report looks specifically at tools and programmes introduced by CIBJO during the past 18
months, all designed to assist members of the jewellery, gemstone and precious metals supply
chains implement the principles of responsible sourcing.
Key among them was the launch in April 2021 of the Responsible Sourcing Online Toolkit, which
is intended to enable all participants in the sector to do due diligence on their supply chains in
accordance with the CIBJO Responsible Sourcing Blue Book. Available at no cost, the Toolkit
comprises nine modules, each one of which relates to a specific section of the Blue Book. Each
module provides a detailed explanation of that section, and also a number of downloadable
files in MS Word or PDF format, which can be used to do the due diligence described. They
include templates, forms, sample declarations and additional information.
“CIBJO remains committed to providing guidance, support and education relating to
Responsible Sourcing and Sustainable Development in the global jewellery and gemstones
industry, and recognises that this is a process of continuous improvement,” Mr. Olden writes.
CIBJO congresses serve as the official gathering place for the World Jewellery Confederation’s
global membership, and are also the venue for the annual meetings of CIBJO’s sectoral
commissions, where amendments can be introduced to the organisation’s definitive directories
of international industry standards for diamonds, coloured stones, pearls, gem labs, precious
metals, coral and responsible sourcing, known as the Blue Books.
The CIBJO Congress is also where the programme of World Jewellery Confederation Education
Foundation (WJCEF), relating to responsible and sustainable activities in the industry and
CIBJO’s ongoing cooperation with the United Nations and its development programme is
reported upon.
To download a full copy of the CIBJO Responsible Sourcing Commission’s special report, PLEASE
CLICK HERE.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The 2021 CIBJO Congress will take place virtually November 1-4, 2021, and November 15-18,2021.
The congress will be conducted on the new Zoom Events platform, which allows congress delegates to
mingle and interact in a common area, between and during formal meetings.
Sessions are being timed to enable optimal attendance by delegates linking in from multiple time zones,
and thus only one or two will be held on any given day, for not more than two and half hours in total. The
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proceedings will be recorded, so that those delegates who may be unable participate live will be able to
review a session after the event.
Certain of the congress sessions, including the Opening Ceremony, will open to public participation, and
registration for them will begin on October 1, 2021. Other sessions will be by invitation only.
More information is available and registration possible on the dedicated CIBJO Congress website at:
http://www.cibjo.org/congress2021/

CIBJO is the international jewellery confederation of national trade organisations. CIBJO's purpose is to encourage
harmonisation, promote international cooperation in the jewellery industry and to consider issues which concern
the trade worldwide. CIBJO's chief mission is to protect consumer confidence in the industry. CIBJO is the sole
jewellery industry organisation to have Special Consultative Status with the United Nation’s Economic & Social
Council (ECOSOC) and is a member of the UN Global Compact.

PAGE 3 OF 3

C I B J O ,

T H E

W O R L D J E W E L L E R Y C O N F E D E R A T I O N
w w w . c i b j o . o r g

